A questionnaire-based survey of perioperative blood conservation practice for revision hip arthroplasty in Scotland.
The aim of this study was to describe current blood conservation practice during revision hip surgery in Scotland and document practice variation. Revision hip surgery is associated with a high likelihood of blood transfusion. A decrease in the proportion of patients requiring blood transfusion has been documented, but the reasons for this are unclear. Various blood conservation practices are available to clinicians, but the extent to which these are used in Scottish hospitals is not known. A cross-sectional postal survey was sent to all consultant orthopaedic surgeons and consultant anaesthetists participating in revision hip surgery in Scottish hospitals. Responses were received from 92 of 120 (77%) surgeons, and 174 of 216 (81%) anaesthetists (62/92). A total of 62 of 92 (67%) surgeons and 78 of 174 (45%) anaesthetists surveyed participated in revision hip surgery. Blood conservation practice varied widely: 34 of 78 (44%) anaesthetists routinely assessed revision hip patients >or=1 week prior to surgery; 10 of 62 (16%) surgeons and 24 of 78 (31%) anaesthetists routinely used cell salvage; 7 of 78 (9%) anaesthetists and 2 of 62 (3%) surgeons routinely used tranexamic acid; and 45 of 62 (73%) surgeons use a transfusion protocol. A wide variation in the use of blood conservation strategies exists during revision hip surgery in Scotland.